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The Holy Cross Herald December 2018
The Episcopal Church of the Holy Cross    +    51 West Main Street    +    North East, PA 

      ”By the power of the holy cross….” 

 

                                                       Advent and    
                          Christmas  

                                at  
                         Holy Cross 

 

                                   The Advent season 
began with the annual wreath-making 
workshop on November 28.  Wreaths for 
all the church doors were made by Debby 
Seifert, Anne Bardol, Deb Huck and Car-
ol Carlson.  The greens will also be used 
to decorate the church.  Many thanks to 
all who helped!   
 

For personal preparation, as Advent pro-
ceeds the vicar has once again decided to 
write daily meditations, available to any-
one who would like to receive them. Just 
send an e-mail with „subscribe‟ in the sub-
ject-line from the website‟s „contact‟ link. 
 

We will also observe the season with a se-
cond round of ‘Advent Conversations’ 
on Sunday mornings at 9:15 in the libra-
ry.  These were very popular and stimula-
ting last year, and we invite everyone to 
come and invite friends to discussions 
that promise to be lively and interesting, 
and nourishing to your soul.  (See follo-
wing article for details on the format.)   
 

The last Sunday in Advent will feature 
our traditional service of Lessons and Ca-

rols at 10:30.  If you would like to read 
one of the lessons, see Carol as soon as 
possible. Then on Christmas Eve, the fes-
tival eucharist will begin at 7 pm, the 
time chosen by last week‟s staff meeting.  
Christmas Day‟s eucharist will be at 10 
am, as usual.                                +   
 

Journeying the Way of Love 
Our Advent „conversations‟ this year will 
be based on a series developed from our 
Presiding Bishop‟s call to the church to 
follow Jesus in the Way of Love, in the 
midst of a world drifting into hatred as 
the default mode.  It is called „Journeying 
the Way of Love: Practices for Jesus-cen-
tered Life‟.  It seems perfectly suited to 
our current goal of deepening the par-
ish‟s spiritual life, and offers a combina-
tion of work on our own lives and Bible 
studies focusing on Advent themes.  
 

All participants will receive an Advent ca-
lendar with daily suggestions for „walking‟ 
every day in one of the 7 „movements‟ of 
Christian life: worship, go, learn, pray, 
bless, turn, rest.  We will also discuss how 
to form a rule of life, to help us continue 
the journey beyond Advent.   
 

Advent I, „Saying “Yes” to the Journey‟.  
offers an overview of the process and ex-
plores the Annunciation to Mary. Advent 
II takes us to Mary and Elizabeth: „Jour-
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neying with Family and  Friends‟, and 
discussion of how we share good news 
and mutual support with those closest to 
us.  On the third Sunday we look at the 
birth of John the Baptist, embedded in 
his own community, and consider how 
we are affirmed and challenged in our 
own communities. The last week we 
come to the birth of Jesus: „Journeying in 
the World‟. The format combines discus-
sion of our own situation with study of 
the first chapters of Luke‟s Gospel.      + 

 
 

 
 

Christmas Boutique 
The inventory was vast, the merchandi-
sing design was gorgeous, the quality of 
the goods was very high – all we needed 
was more customers for the second annu-
al Christmas Boutique; so the staff deci-
ded to stay open an extra day.  At press 
time, we had hopes to earn over $1000; 
exact figures provided next month.  Many 
thanks for the beautiful job to Debby Sei-
fert, Deb Huck, Ann Edwards, Anne Bar-
dol, Julie Creed, Donna Fuller, Joanne 
Hopkins, Kelly McDonald, Jane Jones, 
Carol Carlson, Scott and Anthony Neff  
and Lisa Furey for help with setup and 
sales; and to Kelly, Jane, Debby, Anne, 
Deb, Julie, Donna, Joanne, Carol and Be-
thia Nier for the cookies, which sold well 
again this year.  Thanks to all!                + 
 
 
 

   Notes from the    
      Treasurer 
As we close 2018 and won- 
wonder about the challen-
ges of 2019, we continue 
in a tradition began some 
time ago: giving ourselves 

away. Beginning slowly and perhaps cau-
tiously, we have become confident in this 
practice. In 2018 we again gave away 13% 
of our budget helping those near and far.   
 

In what we gained, we experienced ano-
ther record-breaking year at the Wine Fes-
tival, earning $400 more than in 2017.  
The parking lot, once imagined, has be-
come a reality and will be completed in 
the spring.  We have 4 new flowering 
cherry trees to grace the front of Holy 
Cross.  
 

At our October annual meeting, the 
budget I prepared reflects the challenge 
of diminishing resources while expenses 
increase. Pledge cards, asking for your 
time, talent and treasure, were handed 
out and some returned recently.  If you 
haven‟t returned yours or need one, 
please see me. Remember, please, that it’s 
not always about the money!   The talent 
Holy Cross has in doing what we do is an 
asset many wish they had. Being good ste-
wards of all that we have and all that we 
are is a challenge constantly before us. 
 

As we prepare for the Advent and Christ-
mas seasons, here‟s how the finances 
stood at the end of this month: 
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 Beginning bal.  $       15 
 Incoming      3,424 
 Outgoing      3,434 
 Ending bal.  $         5 
 

May the blessings of the Advent and  
Christmas seasons be with you and yours. 
   Faithfully, 

   Anne Bardol           + 

 

Winter words 
 

- Now that winter is upon  
us, everyone is reminded  
that the fans in the church are to stay on 
all the time full blast, whether we‟re there 
or not – their job is to circulate the warm 
air from the furnaces so that it doesn‟t all 
just go straight to the ceiling and stay 
there.  Also, doors to, and in, the church 
and parish hall need to be kept closed to 
keep heat in and the cold out.   
 

- In this line too is the door to the refrige-
rator. Unlike the ones we are used to,  it 
not only does not „fall‟ closed on its own,  
it actively resists being closed – swinging it 
shut just makes it bounce open.  Like the 
back door to the parish hall, it has to be 
closed deliberately by hand every time, 
another of those little mysteries of life we 
haven‟t accounted for yet…… 

 

- Wanted: Folks who would like to learn 
how to run and maintain the snow-blow-
er, so that we have more than one or two 
who know how to do it.   

 

- In the past we have collected coats and 
other warm clothing for men, women 

and children at various shelters in Erie. 
Wouldn‟t this be a worthwhile project in 
this sudden winter?  Garments should be 
brought to the church – we‟ll figure out a 
way to distribute them if we have them.                    

 

- The good news from Great Lakes Naval 
Training Center is that Corey Jones fin-
ished his basic training with flying colors.  
Mother Jane and Corey‟s grandmother 
Jones attended the ceremony.  „Fireman 
Jones‟ is now in a much warmer climate, 
in Goose Creek, SC, furthering his edu- 
cation in nuclear engineering.  Congratu-
lations, Corey!                           
 

- And more good news: Thanks to a letter 
from a prisoner in FCI Marienville, we 
were put in touch with some local pow-
ers-that-be in Narcotics Anonymous – 
who are seeking to start a new NA group 
in North East and keen to put it at Holy 
Cross.  An answer to prayer for us – and, 
we hope, for them.  Stay tuned.           +  

                 

 
                Christmas Memorials 
                                              by Debby Seifert 
                           

                                                As the holiday season be- 
                       gins, we remember the 
many holidays we had with our loved 
ones. If you would like to contribute to 
Christmas flower memorials, please give 
your donation to me by December 20, 
along with a note of who is being 
remembered and who gave the donation.  
The information will be put in the 
Christmas bulletin.                              + 
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December Calendar 

 
  1 – Christmas Boutique                     9-5 
  2 – First Sunday in Advent 
     „Saying Yes to the Journey‟      9:15 am 
  3 – AA open meeting                     8 pm                                 
  7 – Supper and study                      6 pm 
  9 – Second Sunday of Advent 
   „Journeying with family and friends‟ 9:15 

10 – AA open meeting                     8 pm                                 
14 – Supper /study /service             6 pm       
16 – Third Sunday of Advent 
    „Journeying with community‟   9:15 am 
17 – AA open meeting                     8 pm                                 
21 – Supper /study/service              6 pm 
23 – Fourth Sunday of Advent 
      „Journeying with the world‟    9:15 am 
       Lessons and Carols             10:30 am 
24 – Christmas Eve Eucharist          7 pm 
        AA open meeting                     8 pm                                 
25 – Christmas Day eucharist         10 am   
30 – First Sunday after Christmas 
31 – AA open meeting                     8 pm 

 
Sharing Christmas with Others 

 

Christmas baskets will be packed at 5:30 
on Friday, December 14, at First Presby-
terian Church.   Help is always welcome.   
If you can help us buy gravy, get your 
money to Anne Bardol, and if you know 
of anyone who needs a box, fill out a 
form and get it to Carol, both ASAP.    + 

 

 

From Bp. Sean….    Dear People of God in NWPA: 
On hearing the news that a number of people had 
been murdered during services at Tree of Life Sy-
nagogue in Pittsburgh by a gunman shouting anti-
Semitic statements, my friend Elizabeth Drescher 
… offered these verses from Psalm 55:   My heart 
is in anguish within me, the terrors of death have 
fallen upon me. Fear and trembling come upon 
me, and horror overwhelms me. 
 

The words of the psalmist - indeed, any words -are 
inadequate to express my deep grief and condo-
lences to the Jewish community of Pittsburgh and 
to Jewish people across the country who are ree-
ling from this hate-filled attack on peaceful people 
at prayer. There is no place in our churches, our 
communities, or our country for anti-Semitism.  
The verses speak not only to this latest mass shoo-
ting, but also to the reality of our daily lives in a 
time of increasing ideological and partisan viol-
ence. Earlier this week, a gunman shot two black 
shoppers at a Kroger's near Louisville, but did not 
shoot a white man, to whom he said, "Whites 
don't shoot whites." News of this outrage compe-
ted for airtime with another, as pipe bombs were 
mailed to prominent critics of President Trump. 
 

My friends in Christ, we are in the grip of a spiri-
tual sickness. This illness manifests itself in our 
debased civil discourse, which is rife with charge 
and countercharge but lacks individuals willing to 
take responsibility for the violence their rhetoric 
spawns. It makes itself known both in the massa-
cres of innocent people and the cowardice of a 
Congress unwilling even to consider legislation 
that would keep weapons such as the AR-15 used 
in today's shooting out of the hands of hate-filled 
ideologues. And while the sickness demeans and 
endangers every one of us, it presents a particular 
threat to religious, racial, ethnic and sexual mino-
rities whose lives are held cheap by those whom 
reckless politicians and pundits incite.  In circum-
stances like these the church has a mission: to 
comfort the afflicted, to sow seeds of peace, and 
to advocate for justice. In prayerful humility, let 
us be about it.                            +     
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Many thanks to the Altar Giild, the coffee-hour hosts, wreath-makers, tree- 
     trimmers and table-decorators, for all their  estra work in this joyous season!           + 

         

The Last Word . . .                  

 Some good Christmas theology, not from theologically-challenged me, but from the 
Christmas newsletter of St. Gregory‟s Abbey, Three Rivers, MI:  
                   ‘What the Incarnation Means’, by Prior Aelred 
  

One of our Advent compline readings from the church fathers last year bothered me.  I 
won‟t say who it was because it was someone I like, and I am sure I misheard what he in-
tended; but it certainly sounded like a very anthropomorphic Second Person of the Holy 
Trinity was sitting around in eternity until the right time, and then created a fetus in the 
womb of the Blessed Virgin Mary so he could pretend to be born and pretend to be a baby 
and pretend to grow up and the pretend not to be omniscient when he preached, and then 
pretend to die so he pretend to come back to life.  The sad thing is that this is pretty much 
what a lot of Christians seem to believe. 
 

What I understand the Incarnation to mean is that there is no pretense in God.  God real-
ly became a human being.  He didn‟t pretend anything about being human.  He needed 
his mother to feed him and change his swaddling clothes, and he really went through the 
adolescent angst of the human condition (an experience which makes me hope that those 
who believe in reincarnation are mistaken). 
 

I have studied the arguments from the various contenders of the early Church Councils  
that argued about these things, and the various definitions and particular terminologies 
that were eventually determined to be sound and orthodox.  In spite of all that, I don‟t 
have a clue how it is possible for God to become a human being.  It is beyond my ability to 
comprehend.  That doesn't mean it isn‟t true.  I was very good at Euclidean geometry and 
Newtonian physics.  I could follow the logic and mathematics because I could comprehend 
them.  I don't understand subatomic physics and significance of the hunt for the Higgs bo-
son.  I can‟t comprehend things that function so far outside my own experience.  That doe-
sn't mean that they are not true.  It just means that I can‟t comprehend them. 
 

The traditional teaching of the Church about the Incarnation is something that I don't un-
derstand, but I believe passionately.  We do not worship a God who is merely all-powerful, 
all-knowing and all-loving.  Our God is all these things and more.  The Almighty has expe-
rienced human joy, human pain, human suffering and human victory.  Incomprehensible 
as it seems, God possesses not only divinity; God possesses humanity. 

 

May the presence of the not-pretending Christ in your life bring you joy in this season!     Carol    + 
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+   Episcopal Church of the Holy Cross    + 

          51 West Main Street 

          North East, PA 16428 
 
 

 
 
 
The Holy Cross Herald is the monthly publication of the Episcopal Church of the Holy 
Cross, 51 West Main Street in North East, 16428 – also at (814) 725-4679, or on the Web 
at www.holycrossne.org.  Subscribe to the e-edition online: just send us your e-mail address 
via the „contact‟ function on the website.  Whoever you are, the Episcopal Church wel-
comes you!  We seek to worship God in openness, charity and joy, and serve our neighbors 
near and far. 
 

 

Weekly Calendar 

Sunday  8:30 & 10:30 am - Holy Eucharist 
           11:30 am    -    Coffee and fellowship         
              Brunch third Sunday of month 
 

Monday   
    8 pm - Alcoholics Anonymous  
               open meeting         Downstairs lounge                   
 

Friday   
  6 pm   Supper /Study /Service 
                                            Parish hall upstairs    
 

Saturday  (third Sat.)     Craft Group    
                                            Parish hall upstairs                
 

 

 

 

In this issue: 

Advent &Christmas           -               p. 1 
Calendar                    -                        p. 2 
Flowers for Christmas           -             p. 2 
Prayer list                         -               Insert 
Sharing with others            -                p. 3 
Service list                        -               Insert 
Thanks                     -                    pp. 1, 5 
Treasurer's report              -                 p. 2 
Winter words                -                     p. 3 

http://www.holycrossne.org/
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In our prayers….               (Please help keep prayer list up to date.) 
Healing: David, Reid, Roland, Sue, Walter and Martha, Janet, Jim, Bill, Katie, Gloria, Ian, Carlo, London, 
Juanita, Dale, John, Joseph, Jason, Mia, Nels, Gianna, Peggy, Gayle, Dan, Marc, Susie, Jane, Amber; and for the 
poor and oppressed, the unemployed and destitute, refugees, prisoners (especially those under torture), slaves and 
all who have no hope; the homeless, lonely, bereaved or afraid. 
 

 Our armed forces and all in harm‟s way: Heather, Morgan, Chris, Zach, Harrison, Cara, Cordell, Keith, Alex, 
Corey, Danny; first responders;   
Our national leaders, the United Nations; the Middle East, Africa, Afghanistan, and all those fleeing war, terror 
and disaster                                                    Our church: Our mission, leaders and ministries   

 

                                     

                       December service list 
                                                                             

                              
                                                                                                                     

                                                                                            DECEMBER 2     DECEMBER 9      DECEMBER 16     DECEMBER 23     DECEMBER 30 
  

Altar guild       Anne Bardol        Deb Huck             Joanne Hopkins         Lisa Furey             Debby Seifert                           
                                                
Acolytes                                                 -         Lisa Furey and assistants       -  
 

Lector               Deb Huck             Julie Creed        Lessons and Carols      Margaret Johnson       Jane Jones      
 

Chalice                 Lisa Furey              Anne Bardol                                                 Lisa Furey            Anne Bardol                               
 

Coffee                Lisa Furey               Deb Huck                  BRUNCH        Margaret Johnson    Cookie Sunday 
 

Tellers           Huck/Hopkins        Seifert / Beach         Creed /Johnson                         Furey/Jones 
 

Trash                                                                   Everyone 

 

                                 Many thanks to all who volunteer for these important jobs! 

 

 


